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OCTOBER 15 & 16, 9am-4pm
HAGERSTOWN REGIONAL AIRPORT

e HAGERSTOWN AVIATION MUSEUM
¢ WARRIOR AVIATION FLIGHT TEAM
e FAIRCHILD AIRCRAFT REUNION
¢ HISTORIC & MODERN AIRCRAFT
& VEHICLES
¢ FREE EAA AIRCRAFT RIDES for Youth
e LIVING HISTORY REENACTORS
e LOCAL INDUSTRY EXHIBITS
Manitowoc/Grove, DM Bowman, Etc.
Learn about JOB OPPROTUNITIES and
TRAINING PROGRAMS
ENTERTAINMENT & CHILDRENS ACTIVITIES
FREE Prize Ticket with Admission - Prize
Drawings Both Days
FREE PARKING, $10 Admission, 12 and under FREE
For event details, online tickets and show vehicle registration:

www.WingsandWheelsExpo.com

FOOD SALES BENEFIT LOCAL NON-PROFITS. 301-733-8717
EVENT BENEFITS THE HAGERSTOWN AVIATION MUSEUM  Location: Airport Terminal, 18434 Showalter Rd, Hagerstown, MD
AND WARRIOR AVIATION veterans’ support organization.
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F92 Amphibian.

1931 Richard (Dick) Henson purchases the Hagerstown Airport
founds Henson Flying Service.

1933Richard (Dick) Henson becomes Test Pilot for Fairchild Aircrtt.
i

19391943 Fairchild develops and produces over 5000 PT19 Pr
trainers for the US Army and Navy as well as the-ZI Gunnery
Trainer and U&1 Utility Cargo Aircraft.

19421948 Fairchild develops and produces over 200 of the firs
metal cargo aircraft specifically designed for the task, the C82 Pag

19491955 Fairchild develops and produces thd T Flying Boxcar o
which over 1100 were produced.

19541958 Fairchild produces over 300 of the C123 Provider céargo

aircraft.

19541966 Fairchild helps to develop the Fokker designe2i7H-riend-
ship turbeprop transport and produces over 200.

19621983Ri chard (Dick) Henson beg
which eventually becomes the Allegheny Commuter and Pied
Regional Airline.

1965Fairchild purchases Republic Aviation of Farmingdale, L.I., NY.

19731983 Fairchild/Republic awarded -A0 Attack Aircraft contrag
and produces 713 for the United States Air Force.

1984 Aircraft production ends in Hagerstown.
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Aviation History Being Preserved at Hagerstown

Hagerstown Aviation Museum aircraft collection, 20

By Ralph M. Petterson enthusiastic reception breathed new lifd&JSAF in March 1984.

i 3 f into the museum project and in January Whil e | di dndt kn
O} el e ier 2005 the museum was formally foundedthe museum, | had read about their im-
The museum currently has over 15 airpressive feat of acquiring and ferrying
craft in its collection. both a G82A and G119G from Greybull,

The Fairchild Aircraft legacy at Wyoming to Hagerstown. | had seen the

Exciting things are happening atHagerstown dates back to 1925 wherPacket in 1998 during its visit to the an-
Hagerstown Regional Airport (HGR) in Lewis Reisner and Ammon  Kreidernual Oshkosh airshow and had photo-
Hagerstown, Maryland. From 1929 toformed KreiderReisner Flying Service. graphed both aircraft at Greybull during
1984 the airport was home to the FarTwo year s | at er t hedsitcin2003aandy2006. Wlhilentee aw-a s
child Aircraft Company where thousandschanged to the KreiddReisner Aircraft craft looked eminently airworthy during
of aircraft were produced at the com-Company and in 1929 Sherman Fairchilany last visit to Greybull, just prior to the
panyb6s plant f or b dbdught ancontrdllihgainteyest &anrtheé comiAwgust 2086n auction, | was impressed
customers. The airport is currently homep a n y . During the thed 8 fledging srganizmatiora Was @ble pou | @
to the Hagerstown Aviation Museum,aircraft were designed and manufacturedaise the money and execute such a com-
which was founded in 2005 with the goalincluding the Fairchild Model 22 and 24.plicated undertaking! | contacted mu-
of preserving the Iri1839iFarchitdAircrafi washawaaded aseumn mrasident, Kurtis Meyers, and set up
heritage. The idea of a museum first sureontract to build the RI9 primary a visit to photograph the two aircraft.
faced in 1995 at the fAFairchild H o migagerstown is only a two hour drive from
coming and Air Sho fmy home in Southern Maryland and a
local aviation enthusiasts discussed t visit was set up a few days before Christ-
idea of creating such mas.
a museum. Among
the group was Rich-
ard A. Henson, chief
test pilot for many
N years at Fairchild and

andAir Classics

On August 21, 2006 museum
president Kurtis Meyers, treasurer John
Seburn and volunteer videographer Steve
Christiano set out for Greybull, Wyo-
ming, to attend the Hawkins and Powers
founder of Henson (H&P) auction, which was to be held on
Aviation. This group August 23. Their mission was to acquire
was responsible for trainer for the US Army Air Corps and by at least one of the Fairchild aircraft being
Richard A.Henson  |aying the early the end of the war over 5,000 of the trainauctioned that day for the museum. First
groundwork for the museum. Much ofers had been built in Hagerstown. Then their list was €82A Packet N9701F.
the momentum for a museum was losfactory continued producing both military This aircraft is the sole remaining airwor-
after Mr . He n s on 6 sang @vidian iainci@ft after Warld war 1l ahy @-82A of 220 produced by Fairchild
the idea remained dormant until 2004ncluding G82 Packets, @19 Flying and theyo6d had their
when t he document Boxcgrs, @lP3a Brevidesst ®&WHR227 time. N9701F was delivered to the USAF
Remembering Our A VFrieadships) Metrolihers and fimailye20 as 4557814 in 1948 and, after retirement
was produced by Kurtis Meyers, JohnWarthogs. The plant closed shortly aftefrom military service, TWA operated the
Seburn and St eve Cthe deivery afntlee. final Ab e thHei dirondtsfrom 1956 to 1972 ferrying re-




~ that the late Richard Henso
had been one of the first mu
seum board members an
Bob lit up like a light bulb.

It turns out that Bob had sold
Richard a Learjet back in the
B19806s and th
close friends. This relation-|_

good luck for the museum!
Af ter a goo¢
placement engines to stranded airlinerghe group spent the #2again inspecting
Briles Wing and Helicopter owned thethe aircraft at Greybull in the sweltering
aircraft in the midl 9 7006 s an dAudustr Hedit.e r ihe auction starte}
Pacific Transport promptly htell:QD&r8dh dhe 33 eah ¢
was sold to Hawkins and Powers in 19928,000 square foot hangar that had be
To this day, the TWA stripes and Brilesoutfitted with large, portable air condi-
markings are still visible on the sides oftioning units. The 27 would be auc-
tioned first, the €32 next and the two-C
> . 119s last thus giving the museum
R chancetobidonthe-C196s 82
= bid failed. Bidding for the €B2A began
at $40,000 and proceeded in $5,000 agf o
$10,000 increments until finally reaching
$127,500. A last minute donation, justing the museum was finding a flight crew
before the auction, had increased the mder the ferry flight. FAA records identi-
seumds kitty to $ MiedQ3 @l@Dwitho@G82 typepating)s/huts 0 0
was as high as the museum could bidll were either too old and/or unwilling to
the aircraft. When the museum had firss i nce t her e was a nlakRe%he Bighty éMiusgwsn viper peesident m
inquired about the aircraft a few yearsadded to each bid. As it turned out, th@racey Potter had a friend named Frank
back, a $500,000 sales price was quotedau ct i oneer 6 s h a mme Lammevhd hadaneverfldwa B 295G Q an
As time passed, the price was lowered tthe G82A would be coming home to had extensive experience flyingIC1 9 6 s .
$250,000 but this was still beyond theHagerstown. The museum also purAn ot her friend of Tr

museumbs | i mit e-duly banhabedethe.fuselagk, ncenteri sdction arwias added as eulot with Jack Fast-

the museum found out about the auctiomvings of G82A N5102B the next day for naught filling out the crew as flight engi-

and in just four weeks 100 donors con- neer. All three had significant multi
tributed $140,000 towards the purchase —0\ engine experience, Wi
the aircraft. If they were not successful — Iy }‘ m alone totaling over 30,000 hours. The
acquiring the €2A, the backup plan wag el FAA was convinced and gave the crew its

to purchase €19G NB8093 or €119G
N15501 and/or 27F N127HP, all pro-
duced by Fairchild at Hagerstown.
addition to the four aircraft, the museu
was also interested in purchasing one - - Landmark Aviation, a major fixed
the two disassembled-&2 A6s stored at base operator (FBO), helped solve the
Greybull. $2,750. It plans on using the fuselage foproblem when they made a significant
After sitting on airliners for the bettera f ut ur e fABui | di. n g ddnd&tien todvard theafueldor thexflight. blt t
part of the day, the museum crew finally With ownership of the Packet was just one of those serendipitous
arrived at Greybull in late afternoon andsecured, the task of moving it to Hagersthings. Frank Lamm was at a wedding
immediately set out inspecting the thred¢own was the next challenge facing theand was telling the story about the up-
aircraft of interest and a mountain ofmu s e u m. Al t hough cdmme fliglt itoran old ffiend, wha jdst 6 t
spare parts, engines and accessories tHbtwn in six years, it was in good condi- happened to be an executive with Land-
had been accumulated by H&P over théion and it was decided to move forwardmark. The friend offered up his Land-
years. One of the first people they talkedvith a ferry flight. B&G Industries, mark credit card which put many gallons
to was Bob Stanford, president of Zenitwh i ¢ h had taken o ufe gas inHi@eH@lIstanksa ali amly &l -of
Aviation. Zenith Aviation was oversee- nance operation at Greybull, was con-
ing the auction and they nervously questracted to make the-82 airworthy with B
tioned Bob about what he thought theiran initial estimate of $25,000. As thinggs ‘\(\\‘,1\)\\. 'O W
chances were on successfully bidding omormally go with old airplanes, a fe \\‘ % f\/
the G82A. While discussing the mu- more items needed fixing and the fin{
seum with Bob, John Seburn mentionedill was $45,000. Another challenge faq

blessing to make the flight! Now if they
could only figure out how to pay for the
fuel required to fly the airplane to
Hagerstown.

AVIATION MUSEUM



|l ifeds probl ems we

The ferry flight was almost anticli-
mactic, with the crew departing Greybull
on Thursday October 12, 2006 and arriv.
ing at Culpepper, Virginia, late Friday
afternoon after fuel stops at North Platt _
Nebraska and Ottumwa, lowa. After par.
ticipating in the annual Commemorative
Air Force Capital Wing airshow on Satur-_
day, October 14 the aircraft departed = =
Culpepper for Hagerstown on Sunda
morning the 15th. After joining up with
two T-6 aircraft at Winchester, Virginia,
the three aircraft formation proceeded on
to Hagerstown, where Frank gave thd-airchild Aircraft and was delivered to fuel tank inspection/repair; left prop oil
large welcoming crowd a thrill with a few the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1953 adeakage repair and bird nest and snake
low flybys. The weather was perfect onserial number 22111. After retrementremoval. In addition to the work per-
this beautiful October day as former Fairfrom the RCAF, the aircraft was boughtformed by B&G, one aileron and the ven-
child workers now bynHawkihseand Po&edsp whichausetl it@alOfidsswere removed from the aircraft,
were brought to tears to see and hear tifer aerial firefighting. Even airplanes refurbished by museum volunteers at
last flight of a G82 they had helped build have their 15 minutes of fame and thidHagerstown and shipped back to Grey-
sixty years earlier.  Mission accom-aircraft reportedly starred in the 198%ull. Engine runs and gear retracting
movie Always with co-stars testing were performed in October and by
Richard Dreyfuss and Holly early November the aircraft was ready for
Hunter. Having been retired the flight to Hagerstown.
from firefighting and movie Crew selection was a little easier
roles, the €119 was put out this time with G82A ferry veterans Frank
to pasture at Greybull with Lamm and TR Proven volunteerlng to
over 50 of her retired peer
including PB4¥2 Priva-
teers, P2V Neptunes,-Cl9
Boxcars, KG97 Stratotank-
g ers, G130 Hercules, € 1 8 ¢

miscellaneous aircraft in-

pl i s he d8A was saf€ly home at cluding a G82, F27 and A26 Invader.
Hagerstown! Prior to the August 2006 auction, Grey
With the Packet safely at Hagerstownpull most definitely represented the fore
the museum could now focus its attentioomost collection of vintage military air-
on former RCAF €119G N8093, which craft outside of Davis Monthan AFB! take the C119G east. Rounding out the

had been donated to the museum by Bob The museum now focused itscr ew was Gal en ASonn)

Stanford in December 2006. A weekattention on the formidable task of mak-formed flight engineer and videographer
after the auction in Greybull the museuning the aircraft airworthy for the ferry duties. Frank and Sonny had flown to-
received a call that the high bidder on Cflight back to Hagerstown. They sur-gether 50 years prior flying Boxcars in

119G N8093 had backed out and it waseyed the aircraft in August 2007 andJ apan and hadnét see.

available, again! All the money raisedwhile the aircraft was in reasonably goodThe plan was for the aircraft to arrive at
had been spent on the82 and the mu- condition, there were a number of issueslagerstown on Sunday November"16

seum reluctantly had to decline the offerthat would have to be addressed and og ;
The next day Bob Stanford called, know-rected before the flight could be unde,
ing the museumds -d ¢aken.rAefundradsingdampaigntwasving
119 Flying Boxcar, and offered to buyated and enough money had been rai
and then donate the aircraft to the Hagerdy September 2008 to allow work to bé
town museum. Bob was so impressed bgin on the aircraft. As with the-82A,
the efforts to preserve the-& that he B&G Industries was contracted to get th

felt this G119 should also come home toaircraft ready for the ferry flight. Work™
Hagerstown. Bob is obviously a trueperformed by B&G included repair of th
fairplane guyo and rightepsop;rreplacemeat of aortumberf
for stepping up to the plate and savingockpit windows; floorboard replace-
this historic aircraft! ment; main landing gear tire and brakevhere a welcoming ceremony was

C-119G N8093 was one of overreplacement; removal of the auxiliary jetp | anned. The weather

1,100 G119 06 s bui |t a t engidg @mgines oilocoafer réplacementas cooperative as it had been for the C
6



to skirt the worst weather. Four hours later, after joining up
with escorting aircraft at Martinsburg, West Virginia, the vet-
eran aircraft arrived safely at a very cold and blustery Hagers-
town Airport. On hand to greet the aircraft and thme: crew
were over 800 hardy souls, many of them former workers at the
Fairchild plant. A total of $95,000 had been spent for the resto-
ration and ferry flight, including $12,000 for avgas. By the
time the aircraft arrived at Hagerstown 450 donors had contrib-
uted $80,000 and hopefully the balance could be raised shortly.
The museum online store has a very interesting DVD on sale
for $19.95 documenting the restoration and flight from Grey-
bull to Hagerstown. Proceeds from the sale of the DVD will go
towards the €119 fund.
82A flight with the crew departing Greybull at 10:20am on I'n addition to the two f or me
November 19, just ahead of incoming bad weather. While aircraft collection includes eleven aircraft currently housed in
they had departed Greybull in light rain, the weather was bettehangars around the Hagerstown Airport. This collection in-
when they landed at Grand Island, Nebraska three hours latetudes a 1928 Kreider Reisner KR, Fairchild UG61C, North
for an overnight stop. T h e Anmeigcant T6, dheeg BT 9 A ® § g h-26d Tha miBdum fise m
Louis, where they were held up for two days because of batboking for the donation of a FairchildZ and G123 to add to
weather. While the @19 was fully capable of alleather its collection of Fairchild produced aircraft.
flying while in USAF service, FAA rules stipulate that ferry The museum is looking for a permanent home at the
Hagerstown Regional Airport. For more information regarding
C-119 lands at Hagerstown Regional Airport Nov. 15,2008 the museum, check out its website at
www.hagerstownaviationmuseum.arg I 6d |i ke to
Meyers and John Seburn for their assistance in preparing this
article. 1 look forward to great things from this fledgling or-
gani zationétheir accompl i shmen

flights must be undertaken in VFR conditions and the crew was
forced to wait for better weather.

It was now Sunday morning and the aircraft was still
in St. Louis with a very iffy weather forecast for the last leg to
Hagerstown. The crew reviewed current weather conditions
and forecasts for the planned flight route and decided to set ou."
for Hagerstown via a more southerly route through Tennessee Flight crew Sonny Seal, Frank Lamm and TR Proven
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became part of the ground support peBoxcar was waiting for us and after get-
sonnel. A group of us received orders téing squared away with the luggage iden-
report, with all our belongings, to thetification and the personnel manifest, we
flight line where a Fairchild @2 Packet departed for Komaki Airdrome, a Japa-
awaited. We were a solemn bunch as weese fighter base during WWII, now a
boarded the aircraft, still unsure of wherestaging area for the 314Troop Carrier
we were going and as the pilot gave us @roup aircraft as they arrived from the
preflight lecture, we put our faith in his states. We had been sent there for the
ability and the reliability of the aircraft.  express purpose of removing the auxiliary

The G119 F_'Ying Boxcar at War, After a refueling stop at Waco AFB, fuel tanks from the @19s before the
OA Bridge fr om twhce Tex3skwg driyedin San Franciscplanes could be considered ready for ser-
by John L. Taylor Jr. USAF and boarded a Flying Tiger Lines comwice. After our work was finished, we

mercial DG4 for the ten hour flight to were ordered to prepare for transportation

One memorable day in the fall ofHawaii, our first stop en route to the Far
1950 rumors spread through the personn&last. Our apprehension alleviated rege , -
at Sewart Air Base, Murfreesboro, Tening our destination, we settled down wi_ 52
nessee, of a dramatic transition in the bagbe typical rumors of the unknown future
activities. We were ordered to send a tele- Our next stop for fuel and chow can
gram to our loved ones indicating weanother ten hours later at Wake Islanc
would be out of touch for an indetermi-Pacific Ocean atoll made famous early
nate amount of time. All this had to hap-World War Il for the battle between tt
pen without divulging what we had al-Japanese Navy and a small garrison
ready suspected, deployment to the KdJ.S. Marines that was stationed the
rean War Zone. before the Japanese attack on Pearl t

The days passed quickly as the badeor. Although outnumbered and ot
prepared for the eventual move. Th@unned, the Marines held on without supgy our assigned stations.
flight crews were advised earlier thanport until overwhelmed by Japanese The 314 Troop Carrier Group, now
most when the inevitable day would arforces. designated the 314Combat Cargo Com-
rive. Their duty was obvious, that of fly-  Only three acres of sand, the islangnang. aircraft were assigned to Ashiya
ing the squadron aircraft from Sewartstill held symbols of the war, with rustedajr Base, Kyushu, Japan for cargo deliv-
AFB to Japan. The aircraft would beship hulks on the beaches and a Japanes§ hetween Japan and Korea as required
modified to increase their fuel capacitytank abandoned behind the mess hajh the support of the war.
with the addition of auxiliary fuel tanks where we had chow. Not much real estate after a side trip to Nagoya, Japan, our
installed by Fairchild in Hagerstown, for the sacrifice of the Marines lost there. f,st sightseeing venture, we were trans-
Maryland. We landed at the Tokyo, Japan, airported by a €19 Flying Boxcar to

Since | was not a member of a flightport after a total of fifty hours flight time ashiya AB for ground support assign-
crew, never having been assigned to thétom San Francisco and immediatelynents with our individual squadrons.
position when | was transferred from theboarded trucks for the short trip to Tachigome of us, including myself, reported to
37" to the 5 Troop Carrier Squadron, | kawa Air Base. A Fairchild @19 Flying the 5¢" Troop Carrier Squadron area and

Keep the Heritage Alive Share your story



were billeted in one of the tents locatedRepublic of Korea Army (ROK). MacArthur was recalled by President Tru-
behind the regular barracks because of Undetected by the U.S. Forces as themnan. The fighting escalated back and
space limitations. | suppose the squadroadvanced toward the 88Parallel, the forth in the vicinity of the 38 Parallel
wanted us separated since we were desiGhinese Army assault forced a with-with the ROK capital of Seoul changing
nated TDY (temporary duty) to the baselrawal to the area of the Chosin Resehands four times. Areas such as the Punch
maintenance squadron where we formedoir, where the U.S. Forces were unabl8owl, Heartbreak Ridge and Pork Chop
the nucleus of the engine builgh opera- to contain the Chinese advance. Suppliedill became infamous as the war pro-
tions. by G119s from Ashiya, Japan, andgressed through 1952 and into 1953. Fi-
When the Pratt & Whitney 8360 Yonpo, Korea, the American Forces helahally, on July 27, 1953, the Armistice
engines that powered the1X19s required as long as they could. However, it wasdgreement was signed ending the war.
replacement, they were removed by th@evitable that they would be forced to For the Air Force personnel who were
aircraft crew and flightine personnel as withdraw to the Hagaru, Korea, area to stationed in Japan, with the exception of
required and transported on engine standsgroup. The extreme cold caused manghe Combat Cargo Command crews that
to the engine buildip facility. There, we casualties despite supplies coming by aiflew missions back and forth to Korea,
stripped the usable parts from the faultyhA small airfield had been scratched out othe war seemed distant. However, it can-
= the frozen ground near Hagarivand Air not be denied that ground support is al-
Force and Marine cargo aircraft evacuways required for aircraft repair and
ated the wounded, saving thousands a@haintenance and no less pride was in-
lives. To make the situation worse, thevolved in the accomplishments of the
road s out-iy nearfHaglrwi,t Gersonnel who kept them flying.
was blocked by damage caused by the | returned to the states for discharge
Chinese Army in their attempt to prevenon the troopship U.S.S. General Wm.
the American, British and ROK from Mitchell, and an enjoyable cruise it was.
reaching the coastal town of HungnanWith my discharge pay, | chose to fly
and safety. home from California and | welcomed
Realizing the problem they faced, thduxury afforded by the beautiful Lock-
1% Marine Regiment contacted Combaheed Consellation, the Queen of the Sky
Cargo Command and asked for help. Thim 1952 cross country to New York City
Air Force, realizing how crucial the situa-and then a bus from NYC took me home.
tion was, immediately dispatched eight C | moved to Hagerstown, MD, in 1962
119 Flying Boxcars from Ashiya AB to and started work at FairchildAircraft as an
Yonpo, Korea, each aircraft carrying a 30nspector in 1966. When the-20 pro-
foot, two ton Bailey Treadway Bridge gram ended, | decided to continue work-
span. Army personnel rigged the bridgéng in the bonding facility at Plant 12, and
repair sections with parachutes and omehen Fairchild sold the plant to Rohr
engine, including the exhaust system, thgsection was test dropped to insure propéndustries in
electrical wiring harness, the starter, geneperation. 1987, | retired.
erator and other accessories, which were At dawn on the morning of Decemberl came full circle
then tested for operational efficiency and, 1950, the €119s left Yonpo for the from my military
accepted or replaced as required. The nedagarur i , -rkKpodkdi where the em- service with Fair
engine was removed from its shippingbattled troops awaited relief. Flying atchild C-82 Pack:
container and assembled to the oper&800 feet altitude, the aircraft flawlesslyets and €119
tional configuration by the buitdp crew. dropped the eight spans to the Army engiFlying  Boxcars
After inspection, the engine was returnedheers who, within a day, repaired thédack to wher
to the flightline for installation on the bridge and opened the road to Hungnarihey were con
aircraft. where ships waited to evacuate the esteeived.
A BRIDGE FROM THE SKY mated 15,000 trapped Marine and Army -
Shortly after our arrival at Ashiya Air troops. The bridge from the sky saved the e
Base, the war escalated dramaticallgay.
when, following the surprise landing at C-119s continued dropping supplies
Inchon, Korea, by our troops led by Genas needed and also were utilized for ms
Douglas MacArthur, a counter attack byairdrops of airborne troops as required
the Chinese Communist Army at the YaluGen. Mathew Ridgway who, in March o
River shocked the Americans and thd951, replaced Gen. MacArthur whe| BR[O MUSEUM

~\\}\m‘:1< SING) W/v _

Send to: Hagerstown Aviation Museum, 14235 Oak Springs Rd, Hagerstown MD 21742




Remembering Our Aviation Heritage

in November it was a bitterly coldt he fABox Factoryo p
place to be. we needed to operate in Europe.
M E After a 30 day leave | reported to At the end of November, 1953, we
y UrOpean Sheppard AFB, Witicha Falls,left Donaldson for Europe and flew
Texas ,where | spent 6 months learrfrom there to Dover, Delaware,

TOUI’ ona ing the basics of an aircraft mechanicspending three days waiting to get

. . into Goose Bay, Labrador. At Goose
Fa|rCh|Id Gllg we were weathered in for another

three days. From there we flew to Ke-
By Ron McAllister Sr. i ® flavisle, Iceland, stayed over night
Clear Spring, MD and left there for Prestwick, Scotland.
We were fogged in there almost a
week before leaving for Wiesbaden,
German.
On leaving Prestwick we flew into

a flock of seagulls and were afraid
one would go into the carburetor air
intake which may have caused us to
crash, but lucked out in that respect.
«» We arrived in Wiesbaden Christmas

During a recent flyin at the
Hagerstown Airport | met John Se
burn at the €2 exhibit and showed
him some pictures | took in Europ™
while doing my overseas tour with t
USAF.

Being in my seventies, | thought
was about time someone other this
friends and family saw them. | joinef™ Eve of 1953. _
the Air Force on September 22 1980 : : Because our permanent Air Base
and took my basic training atat graduation | was assigned my perv@s still in the building stage by the
Sampson AFB, Geneva, New Yorkmanent duty station, Donaldsorf'My Corps of Engineers, our wing

The training at that time was twelveaFB, Greenville, South Carolina. The
weeks. The base, located on Lake Ggyase held two wings of aircraft with [l
neva, was on the edge of the lake anshe having the €124 Globemaster, a B
four engine, two decked plane and th
other, the 468 Troop Carrier Wing,
whose primary aircraft was the
Hagerstowrbuilt C-119CF.
The wing was to deploy to Europe
at the end of 1953 and was supposes
to take everything they needed to op
erate with them. We did maintenancg
on our planes during the day, and a
night we worked in what we called

Keep the Heritage Alive Share your story




and, when needed, repair them iff a .o
’ 1 /
mechanical problem arose. It wag a Coming in the Next Issue.

great job for a 19 year old counfy 2&
boy! e
gt

As an example, one of our trigs
started at one base in France, flew tp

Madrid Spain then the next day fle . .
to Casablanca, French Morocco. W¢

oli, Libya and on to Athens, Greecg
Rome, ltaly and finally to Munic
Germany. One last leg over the Erjg-

) The amazing career of James Mai-
lish Channel to Burtonwood, Engla (.jtinez, Fairchild Industries last Tes

and a short hop back to our base} iny i il he explored in the next

wa lit We went to Toul Fra?(:lcej fto l:;d:rf ?r?emgna%zriwlrl 2 tri issue of the New Pegasus maga-
S Spit up. S 9 y P¥' zine. Jim Martinez, a graduate of

Roseires AFB, Nancy, France. Thene in Oslo, Norway, the other ovpr
782" Squadron went to Wiesbaderthe Mediterranean between Athe S:gebg(j}nNeagr?é%?Zdﬁgr%%fzg Ic\)lr;_
and the 781 went to Munich Ger- and Libya. They sent me new engi €S/l aviators that became official
many. in a can, which | exchanged on t eNavy Test Pilots, flying some of
On arriving at TouRoseires it airplane. It took me two weeks for t € the fastest and rr’mst advanced air
was like living the day after the warengine changes. craft of the 1960s. His career in th
had ended. We slept in 8 man huts, Our version of the €19 had two Navy and a few yéars flying com-
heated by a tent stove and ate in Rratt & Whitney R4360 Cubic inch, mercially culminated in being
mess hall where we were given Worl®8 cylinder engines. Later aircraft had named Chief Test Pilot for the
War | | ACo r at i o rright 3860 cdmadund eernhings wi hW£réhiId A10 Thunderbolt 11 in
ter heated in galvanized water buckpower recovery turbines. They were 41977 Look for the full story of this
ets. great aircraft built for the job thely hi hI' talented man in the next
We were part of the 2Air Force, were doing. | enjoyed every day Iisgueyof the New Pegasus!
322 Air-Division, part of the then flew on them and felt thankful to the __ __ g :
U.S.A.F., Europe. Our mission was tgeople in Hagerstown for their greq
help train our Army in Europe. Wejob!
hauled troops and their equipment
while they were on maneuver-
We would fly into abandone
Luftwaffe bases, pick up sc
diers, fly around for about
half hour and land at the sai
base where they would captt
that base. -
Our other job was to su
ply, or resupply NATO base
all the way from Bodo, Nor
way above the Arctic Circle 1
air bases in the then Fren
Morocco. | was what wa
termed an inflight mechanic.
My job was to refuel the plar

el
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Remembering Our Aviation Heritage

Richard A. Henson Part 1 mother, to raise the $375 he needed. Immediately after taking
' possession of the airplane he began taking pilot lessons and so-
The Early Years loed in 1930. The next year Dick acquired his commercial li-

Richard A. Henson was born in 1910 in Hagerstown, Md., andcense which allowed him to fly passengers for hire.

was raised in the village of Paramount by Frank and Ora Belle  \Wwhile Dick was pursuing his newly found aviation love, the
Henson-- both of whom were business owners. Their influenceKreider-Reisner Aircraft Company had been purchased by Fair-
upon their third child stayed with him throughout his lifetime. child Aircraft Corporation that quickly began, on a small scale,
From Ora Belle, who owned a ladies hat and dress shop, he to manufacture aircraft again. Sherman Fairchild, founder and
learned to appreciate fine clothing and president of the newly arrived company, asked Dick to accept
the art and value of dressing well. the position of test pilot for the aircraft that the company was
From Frank, who ran a coal and ice _ producing. For forty dollars per week he tested and made reports
business and applied his accounting for each aircraft that came off the line. Although Dick was mak-
education to bookkeeping for the dre. ~ §
shop, he learned to put all of his tal-| @\
ents to good use and to work hard. | ‘
From both parents, he learned dee
and abiding religious beliefs that he |-
practiced in his daily life.

By the time young Richard (Dick
was 17, he knew he wanted to pursue
a career in aviation. After completing advanced mechanical
training at Mountain Park Institute in North Carolina, he re-

ing very good money, especially good during the Depression, he
continued to offer charter flights and rides to paying customers.
Somehow, he also found time to manage the Hagerstown Air-
port's grass field as a sideline business.

In 1932 Dick purchased the Blue Ridge Flying Service and

TN T T

turned to Hagerstown. The KreidBeisner Aircraft factory :,';r"‘ T _ P 2 T
where Dick had planned to work had ceased production due t! | 1 :

the Depression. Not dissuaded, he convinced three friends tc
help purchase a Kreider ReisneR2Challenger airplane for
$1500. For his part, he had to obtain a loarsigoed by his i

renamed it Henson Flying Service, managing the operations

from the airport while continuing test flights for Fairchild. As

his flying business increased, Dick built a small white and green
building to house his center of operations on the field and added
several airplanes to his stabl
Bird biplane in 1934 and an Aeronca3Qust a short time later.




Henson at desk
in the shack.
1932

i Interior view of
- Henson Flying
i K3 Service shack.

1932

During this time, his combined flight hours at Fairchild and
those with his flight business allowed Dick to quickly earn the
governmentds top rating of
became a member of an excl usg
Clubo ,a dubious fibadge of
served for those who were forced to bail out from an aircraft a
parachute to earth.

Throughout the 1930s Dick continued to make most of the

first flights on alrcrgft that Eglrchlld

produced, suggesting modifications
and improvements on many. Dick
had the final say whether an airplane
was fit to be delivered and he took
his job very seriously!

By the end of t
a vibrant business both at Fairchild
and managing the Hagerstown Air-
port. The beginning of war in Europe
in the summer of 1939 set both Fair-
child and the Airport on a different
path, one that would lead Fairchild to
B develop a much needed primary
w, training aircraft and the airport to
become a training
Dick Henson had positioned himself
at the center of it all!

Richard A. Henson6 The War Year so,
the series, will appear in the next issue of the New
Pegasus magazine.
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; hop, th intendant, Mr. Seiler. | think h t t
Elght and Ond']alf DecadeS shop eSLépgrlln endant, was Mr. Seiler ink he got seventy

five l ars a week. The first
AgoéeeA Ti me Rerfehihce'r €por know Wwhy ! can
were several older menandthey were getting v/ cents an
. ) ) hour. But of course no one was getting too much money at that
Eighty five years ago fifteen year old Thelma Alexander wag | me That was in 1926. 0
hired by Ammon Kreider to come to work for the Kreider Thelma continued recounting in great detail her time at Krei-
Reisner Alrcraft_ Co.rporatlon. Thelma left the busu_u?ss college derReisner, providing the museum superb first person, primary
she was attending in downtown Hagerstown and joined the of-5orce material. At the conclusion of the interview, the pano-

ficel staff at the aircraft manufacturing business. At spmetime ramic KreiderReisner employee photograph was placed in front
during 1926, a panoramic photo was taken of KreRigisner of Thelma:

employees, but Thelma did not see the finished photo before har, s e y m- AiWe are trying to date
employment ended. _ anyone in the photo?bd

When Thelma turned 100 years old, the museum discovereg n o | ma: ANoééél reall y donot. o
that she had worked for Kreid&eisner and an appointmentfor pyu s e um: HOf t he young | adies d
an interview was scheduled for February 16, 2011. Themuseyn, ; o« t he center one-?2od
had in its collection an undated panoramic photo of Kreider 1t h e | ma: Al é é thinkééé soééé.
Reisner employees taken sometime during the 1920s and it Museum AYou tt
possible that Thelma was in the picture. We were also hopin S07?0
that Thelma could provide us some first person recollections Thel ma: 0Yepééé:
the company that has not existed for eigffuty years. An ex- t hatos me! o
cerpt from the interview follows: Thelma continued to
Museum: 0 Would you tell wus iMeﬂtHyrfamﬁiaHQE@sinat K
derRei sner . 0 the picture and connect

$edble to lobsWdhen sifen | Y
came to the test pilot, her

face lit up,

AReynol ds! ! |

Hive gears, Adr mesmory didingt h t y

Thel ma: Al dondt have too m
years old when | went to work for KreidBreisner. Mr. Kreider |
came to the school to pick out somebody to work in his office|
Lew Reisner had the drafts for an airplane and Mr. Reisner fu =
nished the money. There were only three of us in the office buk, o ynol ds!!d
there were a lot of people who worked there at the time, many@fj her.

them really young boys. The boys started at fourteen years old  afier her time with KreiderReisner, Thelma held other jobs,
and their wages were fourteen cents an hour. Fifteen year oldsnarried Cecil Brown, raised four children and has reached the
got fifteen cents an hour and | got eight dollars a week. There -antury mark. The museum profusely thanks Thelma Brown for

were only a few older men a Egerrhit%in% usttd pfBise her Mémory dn& &cor, Girkt RaRcE 4 pard
f

was the stockroom boss and_he gave out tools as they neede Hagerstownods aviatidve herit
them. They would come to him for them. And Henry Reisner years ago.
was the boss in the painting department. And the boss over the
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A heavily laden PBM leaps out of

rocket, assisted by four auxillary jet propul

the water at Pearl Harbor like a sky-
ion units attached to its Fairchild.

built wings. First flying boats in the world to take advantage of aviation's new-
est power source, the PBM’s are playing a big role in Pacific operations.
Oficial U. 8. Navy Photo

Navy Calls For ‘Full Speed Ahead’ On
PBM Wing Panel Production Schedule

The telegram reprinted below was received here from the Navy Department
and is being posted today on the bulletin boards in all plants connected with
PBM wing production. The message speaks for itself:

In view of the ever widening scope of our operations in the Pacific
and the fine record made by PBM's on long range search missions, the
Navy needs more Mariners today than ever before. Present require-
menis make it necessary lo slep up production of these planes as much
as possible. You men and women of Fairchild Aircraft have an impor-
tant part in the PBM program. By exerting your best efforts in the pro-
duction of your wing panels, you help to speed new Mariners for vital

duty on the war fronts.

While the over-all |

pitious time.
results of recent operations of |
our Pacifie fleet are definitely en-|
couraging—and while we are de-|
termined to press the advantages
of our superior weapons to the
limit — we will need equal de-!
termination on the production
front to win this war.

The Japanese will not be de-
feated easily. As our forces ap-
proach nearer and nearer to their
homeland, the resistance of the
enemy can be expected to become
fiercer than ever. But defeat them
we shall, if every American in
every war plant here at home
fully understands the magnitude
of the task,

As employees of Fairchild, we
have an important part in that
task—a two-fold part. We must
give “full speed ahead” to produc- |
tion of PBM wing panels for the |
Navy and C82 Cargo airplanes |
for the Army. Both of these as-
signments have been labeled |
RUSH by the armed forces und'

Aubrey W. Fitch, Vice-Admiral, USN

- — Deputy Chief of Naval Operation.
The above statement from Ad-7 =~ RV
miral Fitch comes at a most pro-|

regardless of developments in
Europe, we must pledge ourselves
to keep everlastingly on the job
until the war against Japan has
been brought to a successful con-
clusion.

* * *
Network Program To Honor
Aviation Industry Sunday

The Aluminum Company of America,
a Fairchild vendor, will star Ethel Bar-
rymore on the Blue Network this Sun-
day, November 5, at 3:30 p. m. in a
special program saluting the aviation
industry for its splendid performance
during the war.

Advance information indicates that
the show will be “good listening."”

No Overtime On Nov. 7

In order that all first shift em-
ployees may have ample oppor-
tunity to cast their votes at the
polls on Tuesday, November 7, no
first shift overtime work will be
permitted on that day.
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Women workers at Fairchild Aircraft in Hagerstown
build wings for the PBM

PBM wings are painted at Fairchild Aircraft
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Special trailer designed by Sullivan Trucking to haul fin- P B M& s being assembled during W

ished PBM wings from Hagerstown to the Martin Aircraft  tory in Baltimore, MD, awaiting wings from Hagerstown.
factory in Baltimore, MD

Martin PBM Mariner wings being assembled in the Fairchild Aircraft factory at the Hagerstown Airport during WWII.
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