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     The Hagerstown Aviation Museum, Inc. is a non -

profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to the pres-

ervation and promotion of the regionõs more than 

90 years of extraordinary aviation history.  
 

Highlights of Hagerstownõs Aviation Past 
 

1916-1920 Giuseppi Bellanca builds the ñCDò and ñCEò biplanes for 
the Maryland Pressed Steel Company in the Pope Building located in 
south Hagerstown. 
 

1921-1925 Lew & Henry Reisner operate an aircraft repair business and 
eventually partner with local shoe manufacturer Ammon Kreider to sell 
Waco Biplanes. 
 
1926 The newly formed Kreider-Reisner Aircraft Company designs and 
builds the KRA Midget to participate in the 1926 National Air Race in 
Philadelphia. 
 
1927-1929 Kreider-Reisner develops and produces the C-2, C-4 & C-6 

Challenger Biplanes that gain them much acclaim. 
 
1929 Sherman Fairchild of Fairchild Aircraft Company, Long Island, 
NY purchases a majority stock interest in Kreider-Reisner Aircraft 
Company of Hagerstown.  
 
1930s Fairchild Aircraft Company produces the F22, F24, F45, F46 and 
F92 Amphibian.  

 
1931 Richard (Dick) Henson purchases the Hagerstown Airport and 
founds Henson Flying Service. 
 
1933 Richard (Dick) Henson becomes Test Pilot for Fairchild Aircraft. 
 
1939-1943 Fairchild develops and produces over 5000 PT19 Primary 
trainers for the US Army and Navy as well as the AT-21 Gunnery 

Trainer and UC-61 Utility Cargo Aircraft. 
 
1942-1948 Fairchild develops and produces over 200 of the first all 
metal cargo aircraft specifically designed for the task, the C82 Packet. 
 
1949-1955 Fairchild develops and produces the C-119 Flying Boxcar of 
which over 1100 were produced. 
 

1954-1958 Fairchild produces over 300 of the C123 Provider cargo 
aircraft. 
 
1954-1966 Fairchild helps to develop the Fokker designed F-27 Friend-
ship turbo-prop transport and produces over 200. 
 
1962-1983 Richard (Dick) Henson begins the ñHagerstown Commuterò 
which eventually becomes the Allegheny Commuter and Piedmont 
Regional Airline. 

 
1965 Fairchild purchases Republic Aviation of Farmingdale, L.I., NY.  
 
1973-1983 Fairchild/Republic awarded A-10 Attack Aircraft contract 
and produces 713 for the United States Air Force.  
 
1984 Aircraft production ends in Hagerstown.  
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Exciting things are happening at 

Hagerstown Regional Airport (HGR) in 

Hagerstown, Maryland.  From 1929 to 

1984 the airport was home to the Fair-

child Aircraft Company where thousands 

of aircraft were produced at the com-

panyôs plant for both military and civilian 

customers.  The airport is currently home 

to the Hagerstown Aviation Museum, 

which was founded in 2005 with the goal 

of preserving the regionôs rich aviation 
heritage.  The idea of a museum first sur-

faced in 1995 at the ñFairchild Home-

coming and Air Showò when a group of 

local aviation enthusiasts discussed the 

idea of creating such 

a museum.  Among 

the group was Rich-

ard A. Henson, chief 

test pilot for many 

years at Fairchild and 

founder of Henson 
Aviation.  This group 

was responsible for 

laying the early 

groundwork for the museum.  Much of 

the momentum for a museum was lost 

after Mr. Hensonôs passing in 2002 and 

the idea remained dormant until 2004 

when the documentary ñHagerstown, 

Remembering Our Aviation Heritageò 

was produced by Kurtis Meyers,  John 

Seburn and Steve Christiano.  The filmôs 

enthusiastic reception breathed new life 

into the museum project and in January 

2005 the museum was formally founded.  

The museum currently has over 15 air-

craft in its collection.  
The Fairchild Aircraft legacy at 

Hagerstown dates back to 1925 when 

Lewis Reisner and Ammon  Kreider 

formed Kreider-Reisner Flying Service.  

Two years later the companyôs name was 

changed to the Kreider-Reisner Aircraft 

Company and in 1929 Sherman Fairchild 

bought a controlling interest in the com-

pany.  During the 1930ôs several popular 

aircraft were designed and manufactured 

including the Fairchild Model 22 and 24.  

In 1939 Fairchild Aircraft was awarded a 
contract to build the PT-19 primary 

trainer for the US Army Air Corps and by 

the end of the war over 5,000 of the train-

ers had been built in Hagerstown.  The 

factory continued producing both military 

and civilian aircraft after World War II 

including C-82 Packets, C-119 Flying 

Boxcars, C-123 Providers, F-27/F-227 

Friendships, Metroliners and finally A-10 

Warthogs.  The plant closed shortly after 

the delivery of the final A-10 to the 

USAF in March 1984. 

While I didnôt know much about 

the museum, I had read about their im-

pressive feat of acquiring and ferrying 

both a C-82A and C-119G from Greybull, 
Wyoming to Hagerstown.  I had seen the 

Packet in 1998 during its visit to the an-

nual Oshkosh airshow and had photo-

graphed both aircraft at Greybull during 

visits in 2003 and 2006.  While the air-

craft looked eminently airworthy during 

my last visit to Greybull, just prior to the 

August 2006 auction, I was impressed 

that a fledgling organization was able to 

raise the money and execute such a com-

plicated undertaking!  I contacted mu-

seum president, Kurtis Meyers, and set up 
a visit to photograph the two aircraft.  

Hagerstown is only a two hour drive from 

my home in Southern Maryland and a 

visit was set up a few days before Christ-

mas.   

On August 21, 2006 museum 

president Kurtis Meyers, treasurer John 

Seburn and volunteer videographer Steve 

Christiano set out for Greybull, Wyo-

ming, to attend the Hawkins and Powers 

(H&P) auction, which was to be held on 
August 23.  Their mission was to acquire 

at least one of the Fairchild aircraft being 

auctioned that day for the museum.  First 

on their list was C-82A Packet N9701F.  

This aircraft is the sole remaining airwor-

thy C-82A of 220 produced by Fairchild 

and theyôd had their eye on it for some 

time.  N9701F was delivered to the USAF 

as 45-57814 in 1948 and, after retirement 

from military service, TWA operated the 

aircraft from 1956 to 1972 ferrying re-

Aviation History Being Preserved at Hagerstown  

By Ralph M. Petterson 

Originally appeared in Propliner 

and Air Classics 

PT-19 

Hagerstown Aviation Museum aircraft collection, 2010 

Richard A. Henson 
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placement engines to stranded airliners.  

Briles Wing and Helicopter owned the 

aircraft in the mid-1970ôs and Northern 

Pacific Transport in the 1980ôs before it 

was sold to Hawkins and Powers in 1992.  

To this day, the TWA stripes and Briles 
markings are still visible on the sides of 

the aircraft.  When the museum had first 

inquired about the aircraft a few years 

back, a $500,000 sales price was quoted.  

As time passed, the price was lowered to 

$250,000 but this was still beyond the 

museumôs limited budget.  In mid-July 

the museum found out about the auction 

and in just four weeks 100 donors con-

tributed $140,000 towards the purchase of 

the aircraft.  If they were not successful in 

acquiring the C-82A, the backup plan was 

to purchase C-119G N8093 or C-119G 
N15501 and/or F-27F N127HP, all pro-

duced by Fairchild at Hagerstown.  In 

addition to the four aircraft, the museum 

was also interested in purchasing one of 

the two disassembled C-82Aôs stored at 

Greybull. 

 After sitting on airliners for the better 

part of the day, the museum crew finally 

arrived at Greybull in late afternoon and 

immediately set out inspecting the three 

aircraft of interest and a mountain of 
spare parts, engines and accessories that 

had been accumulated by H&P over the 

years.  One of the first people they talked 

to was Bob Stanford, president of Zenith 

Aviation.  Zenith Aviation was oversee-

ing the auction and they nervously ques-

tioned Bob about what he thought their 

chances were on successfully bidding on 

the C-82A.  While discussing the mu-

seum with Bob, John Seburn mentioned 

that the late Richard Henson 

had been one of the first mu-

seum board members and 

Bob lit up like a light bulb.  

It turns out that Bob had sold 
Richard a Learjet back in the 

1980ôs and they had become 

close friends.  This relation-

ship was to be a stroke of 

good luck for the museum! 

 After a good nightôs rest, 

the group spent the 22nd again inspecting 

the aircraft at Greybull in the sweltering 

August heat.  The auction started 

promptly at 11:00am on the 23rd in an 

8,000 square foot hangar that had been 

outfitted with large, portable air condi-
tioning units.  The F-27 would be auc-

tioned first, the C-82 next and the two C-

119s last thus giving the museum a 

chance to bid on the C-119ôs if their C-82 

bid failed.  Bidding for the C-82A began 

at $40,000 and proceeded in $5,000 and 

$10,000 increments until finally reaching 

$127,500.  A last minute donation, just 

before the auction, had increased the mu-

seumôs kitty to $140,000 but $127,500 

was as high as the museum could bid 
since there was a 10% buyerôs premium 

added to each bid.  As it turned out, the 

auctioneerôs hammer fell at $127,500 and 

the C-82A would be coming home to 

Hagerstown.  The museum also pur-

chased the fuselage, center section and 

wings of C-82A N5102B the next day for 

$2,750.  It plans on using the fuselage for 

a future ñBuilding the Boxcarò exhibit. 

With ownership of the Packet 

secured, the task of moving it to Hagers-

town was the next challenge facing the 

museum.  Although the aircraft hadnôt 
flown in six years, it was in good condi-

tion and it was decided to move forward 

with a ferry flight.  B&G Industries, 

which had taken over H&Pôs mainte-

nance operation at Greybull, was con-

tracted to make the C-82 airworthy with 

an initial estimate of $25,000.  As things 

normally go with old airplanes, a few 

more items needed fixing and the final 

bill was $45,000.  Another challenge fac-

ing the museum was finding a flight crew 

for the ferry flight.  FAA records identi-

fied 13 pilots with C-82 type-ratings but 

all were either too old and/or unwilling to 
make the flight.  Museum vice president 

Tracey Potter had a friend named Frank 

Lamm who had never flown C-82ôs, but 

had extensive experience flying C-119ôs.  

Another friend of Traceyôs, TR Proven 

was added as co-pilot with Jack Fast-

naught filling out the crew as flight engi-

neer.  All three had significant multi-

engine experience, with Frankôs logbooks 

alone totaling over 30,000 hours.  The 

FAA was convinced and gave the crew its 

blessing to make the flight!  Now if they 
could only figure out how to pay for the 

fuel required to fly the airplane to 

Hagerstown. 

 Landmark Aviation, a major fixed 

base operator (FBO), helped solve the 

problem when they made a significant 

donation toward the fuel for the flight.  It 

was just one of those serendipitous 

things.  Frank Lamm was at a wedding 

and was telling the story about the up-

coming flight to an old friend, who just 
happened to be an executive with Land-

mark. The friend offered up his Land-

mark credit card which put many gallons 

of  gas in the fuel tanks.  If only all of 

C-82 is use by TWA  

C-82 in Greybull awaiting a new home. 

Hagerstown Aviation Museum aircraft collection, 2010 
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lifeôs problems were solved so easily! 

 The ferry flight was almost anticli-

mactic, with the crew departing Greybull 

on Thursday October 12, 2006 and arriv-

ing at Culpepper, Virginia, late Friday 
afternoon after fuel stops at North Platt, 

Nebraska and Ottumwa, Iowa.  After par-

ticipating in the annual Commemorative 

Air Force Capital Wing airshow on Satur-

day, October 14th, the aircraft departed 

Culpepper for Hagerstown on Sunday 

morning the 15th.  After joining up with 

two T-6 aircraft at Winchester, Virginia, 

the three aircraft formation proceeded on 

to Hagerstown, where Frank gave the 

large welcoming crowd a thrill with a few 

low flybys.  The weather was perfect on 
this beautiful October day as former Fair-

child workers now in their 80ôs and 90ôs 

were brought to tears to see and hear the 

last flight of a C-82 they had helped build 

sixty years earlier.  Mission accom-

plishedéthe C-82A was safely home at 

Hagerstown! 

 With the Packet safely at Hagerstown, 

the museum could now focus its attention 

on former RCAF C-119G N8093, which 
had been donated to the museum by Bob 

Stanford in December 2006.  A week 

after the auction in Greybull the museum 

received a call that the high bidder on C-

119G N8093 had backed out and it was 

available, again!  All the money raised 

had been spent on the C-82 and the mu-

seum reluctantly had to decline the offer.  

The next day Bob Stanford called, know-

ing the museumôs desire to also have a C-

119 Flying Boxcar, and offered to buy 
and then donate the aircraft to the Hagers-

town museum.   Bob was so impressed by 

the efforts to preserve the C-82 that he 

felt this C-119 should also come home to 

Hagerstown.  Bob is obviously a true 

ñairplane guyò and deserves a lot of credit 

for stepping up to the plate and saving 

this historic aircraft! 

C-119G N8093 was one of over 

1,100 C-119ôs built at Hagerstown by 

Fairchild Aircraft and was delivered to 

the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1953 as 

serial number 22111.  After retirement 
from the RCAF, the aircraft was bought 

by Hawkins and Powers, which used it 

for aerial firefighting.  Even airplanes 

have their 15 minutes of fame and this 

aircraft reportedly starred in the 1989 

movie Always with co-stars 

Richard Dreyfuss and Holly 

Hunter.  Having been retired 

from firefighting and movie 

roles, the C-119 was put out 

to pasture at Greybull with 
over 50 of her retired peers 

including PB4Y-2 Priva-

teers, P2V Neptunes, C-119 

Boxcars, KC-97 Stratotank-

ers, C-130 Hercules, C-118ôs 

and an assortment of other 

miscellaneous aircraft in-

cluding a C-82, F-27 and A-26 Invader.  

Prior to the August 2006 auction, Grey-

bull most definitely represented the fore-

most collection of vintage military air-

craft outside of Davis Monthan AFB! 
The museum now focused its 

attention on the formidable task of mak-

ing the aircraft airworthy for the ferry 

flight back to Hagerstown.  They sur-

veyed the aircraft in August 2007 and, 

while the aircraft was in reasonably good 

condition, there were a number of issues 

that would have to be addressed and cor-

rected before the flight could be under-

taken.  A fundraising campaign was initi-

ated and enough money had been raised 
by September 2008 to allow work to be-

gin on the aircraft.  As with the C-82A, 

B&G Industries was contracted to get the 

aircraft ready for the ferry flight.  Work 

performed by B&G included repair of the 

right prop; replacement of a number of 

cockpit windows; floorboard replace-

ment; main landing gear tire and brake 

replacement; removal of the auxiliary jet 

engine; engine oil cooler replacement; 

fuel tank inspection/repair; left prop oil 

leakage repair and bird nest and snake 

removal.  In addition to the work per-
formed by B&G, one aileron and the ven-

tral fins were removed from the aircraft, 

refurbished by museum volunteers at 

Hagerstown and shipped back to Grey-

bull.  Engine runs and gear retracting 

testing were performed in October and by 

early November the aircraft was ready for 

the flight to Hagerstown. 

Crew selection was a little easier 

this time with C-82A ferry veterans Frank 

Lamm and TR Proven volunteering to 

take the C-119G east.  Rounding out the 
crew was Galen ñSonnyò Seal who per-

formed flight engineer and videographer 

duties.  Frank and Sonny had flown to-

gether 50 years prior flying Boxcars in 

Japan and hadnôt seen each other since.  

The plan was for the aircraft to arrive at 

Hagerstown on Sunday November 16th, 

where a welcoming ceremony was 

planned.  The weather wouldnôt be quite 

as cooperative as it had been for the C-

C-119 N8093 at Greybull, WY., awaiting repair for the flight to Hagerstown, 2007 
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82A flight with the crew departing Greybull at 10:20am on 

November 12th, just ahead of incoming bad weather.  While 

they had departed Greybull in light rain, the weather was better 

when they landed at Grand Island, Nebraska three hours later 
for an overnight stop.  The next dayôs flight took them to St. 

Louis, where they were held up for two days because of bad 

weather.  While the C-119 was fully capable of all-weather 

flying while in USAF service, FAA rules stipulate that ferry 

flights must be undertaken in VFR conditions and the crew was 

forced to wait for better weather. 
It was now Sunday morning and the aircraft was still 

in St. Louis with a very iffy weather forecast for the last leg to 

Hagerstown.  The crew reviewed current weather conditions 

and forecasts for the planned flight route and decided to set out 

for Hagerstown via a more southerly route through Tennessee 

to skirt the worst weather.  Four hours later, after joining up 

with escorting aircraft at Martinsburg, West Virginia, the vet-

eran aircraft arrived safely at a very cold and blustery Hagers-

town Airport.  On hand to greet the aircraft and three-man crew 

were over 800 hardy souls, many of them former workers at the 
Fairchild plant.  A total of $95,000 had been spent for the resto-

ration and ferry flight, including $12,000 for avgas.  By the 

time the aircraft arrived at Hagerstown 450 donors had contrib-

uted $80,000 and hopefully the balance could be raised shortly.  

The museum online store has a very interesting DVD on sale 

for $19.95 documenting the restoration and flight from Grey-

bull to Hagerstown.  Proceeds from the sale of the DVD will go 

towards the C-119 fund. 

 In addition to the two former H&P aircraft, the museumôs 

aircraft collection includes eleven aircraft currently housed in 

hangars around the Hagerstown Airport.  This collection in-

cludes a 1928 Kreider Reisner KR-31, Fairchild UC-61C, North 
American T-6, three PT-19Aôs and a PT-26.  The museum is  

looking for the donation of a Fairchild F-27 and C-123 to add to 

its collection of Fairchild produced aircraft.  

 The museum is looking for a permanent home at the 

Hagerstown Regional Airport.  For more information regarding 

t h e  m u seu m ,  ch eck  ou t  i t s  we bs i t e  a t 

www.hagerstownaviationmuseum.org .  Iôd like to thank Kurtis 

Meyers and John Seburn for their assistance in preparing this 

article.  I look forward to great things from this fledgling or-

ganizationétheir accomplishments have been truly impressive!   

C-119 lands at Hagerstown Regional Airport  Nov. 15, 2008 

Flight crew Sonny Seal, Frank Lamm and TR Proven 

http://www.hagerstownaviationmuseum.org/
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Remembering Our Aviation Heritage 

Keep the Heritage Alive                          Share your story  

The C-119 Flying Boxcar at War,  
òA Bridge from the Skyó,  
by John L. Taylor Jr. USAF 

 

 One memorable day in the fall of 

1950 rumors spread through the personnel 

at Sewart Air Base, Murfreesboro, Ten-

nessee, of a dramatic transition in the base 

activities. We were ordered to send a tele-

gram to our loved ones indicating we 
would be out of touch for an indetermi-

nate amount of time. All this had to hap-

pen without divulging what we had al-

ready suspected, deployment to the Ko-

rean War Zone. 

 The days passed quickly as the base 

prepared for the eventual move. The 

flight crews were advised earlier than 

most when the inevitable day would ar-

rive. Their duty was obvious, that of fly-

ing the squadron aircraft from Sewart 
AFB to Japan. The aircraft would be 

modified to increase their fuel capacity 

with the addition of auxiliary fuel tanks 

installed by Fairchild in Hagerstown, 

Maryland. 

 Since I was not a member of a flight 

crew, never having been assigned to that 

position when I was transferred from the 

37th to the 50th Troop Carrier Squadron, I 

became part of the ground support per-

sonnel. A group of us received orders to 

report, with all our belongings, to the 

flight line where a Fairchild C-82 Packet 

awaited. We were a solemn bunch as we 

boarded the aircraft, still unsure of where 

we were going and as the pilot gave us a 
pre-flight lecture, we put our faith in his 

ability and the reliability of the aircraft. 

 After a refueling stop at Waco AFB, 

Waco, Texas, we arrived in San Francisco 

and boarded a Flying Tiger Lines com-

mercial DC-4 for the ten hour flight to 

Hawaii, our first stop en route to the Far 

East. Our apprehension alleviated regard-

ing our destination, we settled down with 

the typical rumors of the unknown future. 

 Our next stop for fuel and chow came 
another ten hours later at Wake Island, a 

Pacific Ocean atoll made famous early in 

World War II for the battle between the 

Japanese Navy and a small garrison of 

U.S. Marines that was stationed there 

before the Japanese attack on Pearl Har-

bor. Although outnumbered and out-

gunned, the Marines held on without sup-

port until overwhelmed by Japanese 

forces. 

 Only three acres of sand, the island 

still held symbols of the war, with rusted 
ship hulks on the beaches and a Japanese 

tank abandoned behind the mess hall 

where we had chow. Not much real estate 

for the sacrifice of the Marines lost there. 

 We landed at the Tokyo, Japan, air-

port after a total of fifty hours flight time 

from San Francisco and immediately 

boarded trucks for the short trip to Tachi-

kawa Air Base. A Fairchild C-119 Flying 

Boxcar was waiting for us and after get-

ting squared away with the luggage iden-

tification and the personnel manifest, we 

departed for Komaki Airdrome, a Japa-

nese fighter base during WWII, now a 

staging area for the 314th Troop Carrier 

Group aircraft as they arrived from the 
states. We had been sent there for the 

express purpose of removing the auxiliary 

fuel tanks from the C-119s before the 

planes could be considered ready for ser-

vice. After our work was finished, we 

were ordered to prepare for transportation 

to our assigned stations. 

 The 314th Troop Carrier Group, now 

designated the 314th Combat Cargo Com-

mand, aircraft were assigned to Ashiya 
Air Base, Kyushu, Japan for cargo deliv-

ery between Japan and Korea as required 

for the support of the war. 

 After a side trip to Nagoya, Japan, our 

first sightseeing venture, we were trans-

ported by a C-119 Flying Boxcar to 

Ashiya AB for ground support assign-

ments with our individual squadrons. 

Some of us, including myself, reported to 

the 50th Troop Carrier Squadron area and 
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were billeted in one of the tents located 

behind the regular barracks because of 

space limitations. I suppose the squadron 

wanted us separated since we were desig-
nated TDY (temporary duty) to the base 

maintenance squadron where we formed 

the nucleus of the engine build-up opera-

tions. 

 When the Pratt & Whitney R-4360 

engines that powered the C-119s required 

replacement, they were removed by the 

aircraft crew and flight-line personnel as 

required and transported on engine stands 

to the engine build-up facility. There, we 

stripped the usable parts from the faulty 

engine, including the exhaust system, the 

electrical wiring harness, the starter, gen-

erator and other accessories, which were 
then tested for operational efficiency and 

accepted or replaced as required. The new 

engine was removed from its shipping 

container and assembled to the opera-

tional configuration by the build-up crew. 

After inspection, the engine was returned 

to the flightline for installation on the 

aircraft. 

A BRIDGE FROM THE SKY 

 Shortly after our arrival at Ashiya Air 

Base, the war escalated dramatically 

when, following the surprise landing at 
Inchon, Korea, by our troops led by Gen. 

Douglas MacArthur, a counter attack by 

the Chinese Communist Army at the Yalu 

River shocked the Americans and the 

Republic of Korea Army (ROK). 

 Undetected by the U.S. Forces as they 

advanced toward the 38th Parallel, the 

Chinese Army assault forced a with-
drawal to the area of the Chosin Reser-

voir, where the U.S. Forces were unable 

to contain the Chinese advance. Supplied 

by C-119s from Ashiya, Japan, and 

Yonpo, Korea, the American Forces held 

as long as they could. However, it was 

inevitable that they would be forced to 

withdraw to the Hagaru-ri, Korea, area to 

regroup. The extreme cold caused many 

casualties despite supplies coming by air. 

A small airfield had been scratched out of 
the frozen ground near Hagaru-ri and Air 

Force and Marine cargo aircraft evacu-

ated the wounded, saving thousands of 

lives. To make the situation worse, the 

road south of Kotôo-ri, near Hagaru-ri, 

was blocked by damage caused by the 

Chinese Army in their attempt to prevent 

the American, British and ROK from 

reaching the coastal town of Hungnam 

and safety. 

 Realizing the problem they faced, the 

1st Marine Regiment contacted Combat 
Cargo Command and asked for help. The 

Air Force, realizing how crucial the situa-

tion was, immediately dispatched eight C-

119 Flying Boxcars from Ashiya AB to 

Yonpo, Korea, each aircraft carrying a 30 

foot, two ton Bailey Treadway Bridge 

span. Army personnel rigged the bridge 

repair sections with parachutes and one 

section was test dropped to insure proper 

operation. 

 At dawn on the morning of December 
8, 1950, the C-119s left Yonpo for the 

Hagaru-ri, Kotôo-ri pocket where the em-

battled troops awaited relief. Flying at 

800 feet altitude, the aircraft flawlessly 

dropped the eight spans to the Army engi-

neers who, within a day, repaired the 

bridge and opened the road to Hungnam 

where ships waited to evacuate the esti-

mated 15,000 trapped Marine and Army 

troops. The bridge from the sky saved the 

day. 

 C-119s continued dropping supplies 
as needed and also were utilized for mass 

airdrops of airborne troops as required by 

Gen. Mathew Ridgway who, in March of 

1951, replaced Gen. MacArthur when 

MacArthur was recalled by President Tru-

man. The fighting escalated back and 

forth in the vicinity of the 38th Parallel 

with the ROK capital of Seoul changing 
hands four times. Areas such as the Punch 

Bowl, Heartbreak Ridge and Pork Chop 

Hill became infamous as the war pro-

gressed through 1952 and into 1953. Fi-

nally, on July 27, 1953, the Armistice 

Agreement was signed ending the war. 

 For the Air Force personnel who were 

stationed in Japan, with the exception of 

the Combat Cargo Command crews that 

flew missions back and forth to Korea, 

the war seemed distant. However, it can-
not be denied that ground support is al-

ways required for aircraft repair and 

maintenance and no less pride was in-

volved in the accomplishments of the 

personnel who kept them flying. 

 I returned to the states for discharge 

on the troopship U.S.S. General Wm. 

Mitchell, and an enjoyable cruise it was. 

With my discharge pay, I chose to fly 

home from California and I welcomed 

luxury afforded by the beautiful Lock-

heed Consellation, the Queen of the Sky 
in 1952 cross country to New York City 

and then a bus from NYC took me home. 

 I moved to Hagerstown, MD, in 1962 

and started work at FairchildAircraft as an 

inspector in 1966. When the A-10 pro-

gram ended, I decided to continue work-

ing in the bonding facility at Plant 12, and 

when Fairchild sold the plant to Rohr 

Industr ies in 

1987, I retired.   

I came full circle 
from my military 

service with Fair-

child C-82 Pack-

ets and C-119 

Flying Boxcars 

back to where 

they were con-

ceived. 
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My European  
Tour on a  
Fairchild C-119 
 

By Ron McAllister Sr. 

Clear Spring, MD 

 

 During a recent fly-in at the 

Hagerstown Airport I met John Se-

burn at the C-82 exhibit and showed 
him some pictures I took in Europe 

while doing my overseas tour with the 

USAF. 
 Being in my seventies, I thought it 

was about time someone other than 

friends and family saw them. I joined 

the Air Force on September 22 1952 
and took my basic training at 

Sampson AFB, Geneva, New York. 

The training at that time was twelve 
weeks. The base, located on Lake Ge-

neva, was on the edge of the lake and 

in November it was a bitterly cold 

place to be.  

 After a 30 day leave I reported to 
Sheppard AFB, Witicha Falls, 

Texas ,where I spent 6 months learn-

ing the basics of an aircraft mechanic. 

At graduation I was assigned my per-
manent duty station,  Donaldson 

AFB, Greenville, South Carolina. The 

base held two wings of aircraft with 

one having the C-124 Globemaster, a 
four engine, two decked plane and the 

other, the 465th Troop Carrier Wing, 

whose primary aircraft was the 
Hagerstown-built C-119CF.  

 The wing was to deploy to Europe 

at the end of 1953 and was supposed 
to take everything they needed to op-

erate with them. We did maintenance 

on our planes during the day, and at 

night we worked in what we called 

the ñBox Factoryò packing everything 

we needed to operate in Europe. 

 At the end of November, 1953, we 
left Donaldson for Europe and flew 

from there to Dover, Delaware, 

spending three days waiting to get 
into Goose Bay, Labrador. At Goose 

we were weathered in for another 

three days. From there we flew to Ke-

flavisle, Iceland, stayed over night 
and left there for Prestwick, Scotland. 

We were fogged in there almost a 

week before leaving for Wiesbaden, 
German.  

 On leaving Prestwick we flew into 

a flock of seagulls and were afraid 

one would go into the carburetor air 
intake which may have caused us to  

crash, but lucked out in that respect. 

We arrived in Wiesbaden Christmas 
Eve of 1953. 

 Because our permanent Air Base 

was still in the building stage by the 
Army Corps of Engineers, our wing 
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was split up. We went to Toul-

Roseires AFB, Nancy, France. The 
782nd Squadron went to Wiesbaden 

and the 781st went to Munich Ger-

many.  
 On arriving at Toul-Roseires it 

was like living the day after the war 

had ended. We slept in 8 man huts, 
heated by a tent stove and ate in a 

mess hall where we were given World 

War II ñCò rations. We bathed in wa-

ter heated in galvanized water buck-
ets.  

 We were part of the 12th Air Force, 

322 Air-Division, part of the then 
U.S.A.F., Europe. Our mission was to 

help train our Army in Europe. We 

hauled troops and their equipment 

while they were on maneuvers. 
We would fly into abandoned 

Luftwaffe bases, pick up sol-

diers, fly around for about a 
half hour and land at the same 

base where they would capture 

that base.  
 Our other job was to sup-

ply, or re-supply NATO bases 

all the way from Bodo, Nor-

way above the Arctic Circle to 
air bases in the then French 

Morocco. I was what was 

termed an in- flight mechanic. 
My job was to refuel the plane 

and, when needed, repair them if a 
mechanical problem arose. It was a 

great job for a 19 year old county 

boy! 
 As an example, one of our trips 

started at one base in France, flew to a 

depot at another; loaded and flew to 

Madrid Spain then the next day flew 
to Casablanca, French Morocco. We 

then went onto Wheelers Field, Trip-

oli, Libya and on to Athens, Greece, 
Rome, Italy and finally to Munich, 

Germany. One last leg over the Eng-

lish Channel to Burtonwood, England 
and a short hop back to our base in 

France found us home again.  

  I lost an engine on only 2 trips, 

one in Oslo, Norway, the other over 
the Mediterranean between Athens 

and Libya. They sent me new engines 

in a can, which I exchanged on the 
airplane. It took me two weeks for the 

engine changes.  

 Our version of the C-119 had two 
Pratt & Whitney R4360 Cubic inch, 

28 cylinder engines. Later aircraft had 

Wright 3350 compound engines with 

power recovery turbines. They were a 
great aircraft built for the job they 

were doing. I enjoyed every day I 

flew on them and felt thankful to the 
people in Hagerstown for their great 

job!  

  

 

Coming in the Next Issue! 

The amazing career of James Mar-
tinez, Fairchild Industries  last Test 

Pilot will be explored  in the next 

issue of the New Pegasus maga-

zine. Jim Martinez, a graduate of 
the U.S. Naval Academy went on 

to become one of a handful of Na-

val aviators that became official 
Navy Test Pilots, flying some of 

the fastest and most advanced air-

craft of the 1960s. His career in the 
Navy and a few years flying com-

mercially culminated in being 

named Chief Test Pilot for the 

Fairchild A-10 Thunderbolt II in 
1977. Look for the full story of this 

highly talented man in the next 

issue of the New Pegasus!   
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Richard A. Henson - Part 1,   
The Early Years   
Richard A. Henson was born in 1910 in Hagerstown, Md., and 

was raised in the village of Paramount by Frank and Ora Belle 

Henson -- both of whom were business owners. Their influence 

upon their third child stayed with him throughout his lifetime. 

From Ora Belle, who owned a ladies hat and dress shop, he 

learned to appreciate fine clothing and 

the art and value of dressing well. 
From Frank, who ran a coal and ice 

business and applied his accounting 

education to bookkeeping for the dress 

shop, he learned to put all of his tal-

ents to good use and to work hard. 

From both parents, he learned deep 

and abiding religious beliefs that he 

practiced in his daily life. 

     By the time young Richard  (Dick) 

was 17, he knew he wanted to pursue 

a career in aviation. After completing advanced mechanical 

training at Mountain Park Institute in North Carolina, he re-

turned to Hagerstown. The Kreider-Reisner Aircraft factory 

where Dick had planned to work had ceased production due to 

the Depression. Not dissuaded,  he convinced three friends to 

help purchase a Kreider Reisner C-2 Challenger airplane for 

$1500. For his part, he had to obtain a loan, co-signed by his 

mother, to raise the $375 he needed. Immediately after taking 

possession of the airplane he began taking pilot lessons and so-

loed in 1930. The next year Dick acquired his commercial li-

cense which allowed him to fly passengers for hire.  

     While Dick was pursuing his newly found aviation love, the 
Kreider-Reisner Aircraft Company had been purchased by Fair-

child Aircraft Corporation that quickly began, on a small scale, 

to manufacture aircraft again. Sherman Fairchild, founder and 

president of the newly arrived company, asked Dick to accept 

the position of test pilot for the aircraft that the company was 

producing. For forty dollars per week he tested and made reports 

for each aircraft that came off the line. Although Dick was mak-

ing very good money, especially good during the Depression, he 

continued to offer charter flights and rides to paying customers. 

Somehow, he also found time to manage the Hagerstown Air-

port's grass field as a sideline business. 

     In 1932 Dick purchased the Blue Ridge Flying Service and 

renamed it Henson Flying Service, managing the operations 
from the airport while continuing test flights for Fairchild. As 

his flying business increased, Dick built a small white and green 

building to house his center of operations on the field and added 

several airplanes to his stable: a used Brunner Winkle ñKinnerò 

Bird biplane in 1934 and an Aeronca C-3 just a short time later. 

Four owners of the C-2, Henson, second from left, 1931 

Henson Flying Service shack, 1932 
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During this time, his combined flight hours at Fairchild and 
those with his flight business allowed Dick to quickly earn the 

governmentôs top rating of an Airline Transport Pilot. In 1936 he 

became a member of an exclusive group named ñThe Caterpillar 

Clubò ,a dubious ñbadge of honorò to which admission was re-

served for those who were forced to bail out from an aircraft and 

parachute to earth.  

     Throughout the 1930s Dick continued to make most of the 

first flights on aircraft that Fairchild 

produced, suggesting modifications 

and improvements on many. Dick 

had the final say whether an airplane 
was fit to be delivered and he took 

his job very seriously!  

     By the end of the 1930ôs Dick had 

a vibrant business both at Fairchild 

and managing the Hagerstown Air-

port. The beginning of war in Europe 

in the summer of  1939 set both Fair-

child and the Airport on a different 

path, one that would lead Fairchild to 

develop a much needed primary 

training aircraft and the airport to 

become a training center for pilotsé
Dick Henson had positioned himself 

at the center of it all! 

 

 

A Happy Customer Takes his First Airplane Ride 

Henson at desk 

in the shack. 

1932 

Interior view of 

Henson Flying 

Service shack. 

1932 

1934 

Richard A. Henson - òThe War Yearsò, Part Two of 

the series, will appear in the next issue of the New 

Pegasus magazine. 

Henson in PT-19, 1940 

1933 
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Eight and One-half Decades 
AgoéééA Time Remembered 
 

     Eighty five years ago fifteen year old Thelma Alexander was  

hired by Ammon Kreider to come to work for the Kreider-

Reisner Aircraft Corporation. Thelma left the business college 

she was attending in downtown Hagerstown and joined the of-

fice staff at the aircraft manufacturing business. At sometime 

during 1926, a panoramic photo was taken of Kreider-Reisner 

employees, but Thelma did not see the finished photo before her 

employment ended. 
     When Thelma turned 100 years old, the museum discovered 

that she had worked for Kreider-Reisner and an appointment for 

an interview was scheduled for February 16, 2011. The museum 

had in its collection an undated panoramic photo of Kreider-

Reisner employees taken sometime during the 1920s and it was 

possible that Thelma was in the picture. We were also hoping 

that Thelma could provide us some first person recollections of 

the company that has not existed for eighty-two years. An ex-

cerpt from the interview follows: 

Museum:ò Would you tell us something about your time at Krei-

der-Reisner.ò 

Thelma: ñI donôt have too much I can tell you. I was only fifteen 
years old when I went to work for Kreider-Reisner. Mr. Kreider 

came to the school to pick out somebody to work in his office. 

Lew Reisner had the drafts for an airplane and Mr. Reisner fur-

nished the money. There were only three of us in the office but 

there were a lot of people who worked there at the time, many of 

them really young boys. The boys started at fourteen years old 

and their wages were fourteen cents an hour. Fifteen year olds 

got fifteen cents an hour and I got eight dollars a week. There 

were only a few older men at the time. Mr. Lew Reisnerôs daddy 

was the stockroom boss and he gave out tools as they needed 

them. They would come to him for them. And Henry Reisner 
was the boss in the painting department. And the boss over the 

shop, the superintendant, was Mr. Seiler. I think he got seventy-

five dollars a week. The first test pilot was CleveréCleveré 

Cleveré I donôt know why I canôt recall his last name. There 

were several older men and they were getting thirty-five cents an 

hour.  But of course no one was getting too much money at that 
time. That was in 1926.ò 

     Thelma continued recounting in great detail her time at Krei-

der-Reisner, providing the museum superb first person, primary 

source material. At the conclusion of the interview, the pano-

ramic Kreider-Reisner employee photograph was placed in front 

of Thelma: 

Museum: ñWe are trying to date this picture. Do you recognize 

anyone in the photo?ò 

Thelma: ñNoéééI really donôt.ò 

Museum: ñOf the young ladies dressed in white, do you recog-

nize the center one?ò 

Thelma: ñIéé.. thinkééé soééé.maybeò. 
Museum: ñYou think 

so?ò 

Thelma:òYepéééé

thatôs me!ò 

     Thelma continued to 

identify familiar faces in 

the picture and connect 

people to jobs. When she 

came to the test pilot, her 

face lit up, 

ñReynolds!!!...Clever 
Reynolds!!ò Even after eighty-five years, her memory did not 

fail her. 

     After her time with Kreider- Reisner, Thelma held other jobs, 

married Cecil Brown, raised four children and has reached the 

century mark. The museum profusely thanks Thelma Brown for 

permitting us to probe her memory and record, first hand, a part 

of Hagerstownôs aviation heritage that happened eighty-five 

years ago. 
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Women workers at Fairchild Aircraft in Hagerstown 

build wings for the PBM 

PBM wings are painted at Fairchild Aircraft 
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Building the Martin PBM Mariner  

Special trailer designed by Sullivan Trucking to haul fin-

ished PBM wings from Hagerstown to the Martin Aircraft 

factory in Baltimore, MD 

PBMôs  being assembled during WWII in the Martin Aircraft fac-

tory in Baltimore, MD, awaiting wings from Hagerstown. 

Martin PBM Mariner wings being assembled in the Fairchild Aircraft factory at the Hagerstown Airport during WWII. 


